
SUMMARY OF OUTCOMES: 
First IRAS-OECD Regional GST/VAT Conference  

HELD IN SINGAPORE 22ND – 23RD MAY 2013 
 

Singapore held the first Regional GST/VAT Conference on 22nd - 23rd May 2013, reaching 

out to 120 delegates from 18 countries. The Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore played 

host to 50 government delegates, many of whom are from the Asia-Pacific region.  

Co-organised by the Tax Academy of Singapore together with the OECD, the Conference 

brought together GST/VAT experts from both the public and private sectors to share insights 

and experiences with the global and regional developments in GST/VAT. Panel discussions 

featured leading tax experts from the Asia-Pacific economies, European tax administrations 

and from the OECD.  

Indirect taxes, in particular GST/VAT, are gaining prominence worldwide as an increasingly 

important source of government revenue. Today, GST/VAT accounts for about 20% of the 

world’s tax revenues.   

In his opening address, Dr Tan Kim Siew, Commissioner of the Inland Revenue Authority of 

Singapore highlighted the increasing impact that GST/VAT has on the regional economies.   

With increased global connectivity and larger volumes of cross-border transactions, the risks 

of under taxation or loss of revenue for governments will be accentuated if economies do not 

subscribe to ensuring neutrality in GST/VAT principles. Against this background, the OECD 

is developing the International VAT/GST Guidelines and Mr Pascal Saint-Amans, Director of 

the Centre for Tax Policy and Administration, OECD, in his opening address via video, 

highlighted the importance of global endorsement of these Guidelines as the risk of double 

(non) taxation is a global issue. The Guidelines aim to provide greater clarity and certainty 

on cross-border transactions especially in services and intangibles.   

The Conference addressed a number of hot topics: the challenges of implementing 

GST/VAT systems; the taxation of cross-border trade in services and intangibles; risk 

management and compliance enhancement strategies and GST/VAT fraud issues. The 

Conference has facilitated a constructive dialogue and exchange of best practices between 

members of the GST/VAT community in the Asia-Pacific region and the OECD. While the 

specific GST/VAT treatment of cross-border transactions may differ between countries, the 

principles on which they are based and challenges faced by the GST/VAT community are 

largely similar. Participants therefore recognise there is scope for internationally agreed 

principles to minimise uncertainty and the risks of double taxation and unintended non-

taxation. The OECD is in the final stages of completing the International VAT/GST 

Guidelines on the neutrality principle and the place of taxation for cross-border business-to-

business supplies of services and intangibles, which will be presented for endorsement by 

the Global Forum on VAT in 2014. 

The Conference was well received and much appreciated by the delegates who found the 
agenda well framed and the topics relevant. According to Marie Pallot, Policy Manager, New 
Zealand Inland Revenue Department and the Chair of the OECD Working Party n°9 on 
Consumption Taxes: “The Conference enabled a most beneficial exchange of views among 
the participating countries emphasising the pivotal role that the Guidelines are likely to play 
for OECD and partner countries as the work continues to be progressed. The Conference 



represented another important step towards an international understanding of the relevant 
policy settings for the VAT treatment of cross border supplies of services and intangibles”. 
 

 
For the latest update on the work on Consumption Taxes by the OECD, please visit the 

website http://www.oecd.org/tax/consumption/ 
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